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SUB J : MANILA PRESS ON TRIP REPORT OF HIRC MISSION LEB BY 
CHAIRMAN MORGAN 

1 . SEVERAL MANILA DAILIES HAVE GIVEN PROMINENT ATTENTION TO 
PNA STORY OUT OF WASHINGTON ON REPORT OF MORGAN MISSION TO 
THE PHILIPPINES IN NOVEMBER 1976. PNA STORY PLAYS UP SECTIONS 
OF REPORT WHICH RECOMMENDED AND PROVIDE RATIONALE FOR U.S. 
RETENTION OF BASES IN THE PHILIPPINES. STORY ALSO CARRIES 
BRIEF EXCERPTS FROM REPORT WHICH MENTION "OPTIMISTIC 
PREDICTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE PHILIPPINE ECONOMY" AND 
"INDEPENDENT ESTIMATES THAT MOST FILIPINOS PREFER THE MARTIAL 
LAW REGIME TO THE CHAOTIC DEMOCRACY OF THE PAST YEARS." 

2. COMMENT: FRONT PAGE ATTENTION GIVEN TO PNA STORY WOULD 
SUGGEST THAT SOMEONE IN THE GOP FINDS THE MORGAN REPORT GOOD 
READING, PROVIDING, AS IT DOES, SOME REASSURANCE ON THE 
CONTINUED IMPORTANCE TO THE U.S. OF THE BASES WITHOUT ANY 
SIGNIFICANTLY SHARP HOOKERS ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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